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SWAN RIVER TRUST — MERGER INTO DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.13 am]: This government is committed to 
creating a dedicated agency to help manage and enhance Western Australia’s national parks and the greater 
conservation estate. That agency, the Department of Parks and Wildlife, was created on 1 July 2013. The 
government is now meeting the commitment to bring the management of river parks into the same agency 
responsible for managing Western Australia’s national parks, nature reserves, state forests, conservation parks 
and marine parks. I would like to inform the house that the state government will meet this commitment by 
amalgamating the staff and functions of the Swan River Trust with the newly formed Department of Parks and 
Wildlife. 

These new arrangements will not only improve resources for the management and protection of the Swan 
Canning Riverpark but they will also increase efficiency and accountability. The Swan River Trust currently 
manages approximately 72 square kilometres of public land and adjoining river reserve along the Swan, 
Canning, Helena and Southern Rivers. The Department of Parks and Wildlife manages the Swan Estuary Marine 
Park and reserves adjacent to the river such as Pelican Point Nature Reserve, Matilda Bay Reserve, Canning 
River Regional Park and Walyunga and Avon Valley National Parks. The Department of Parks and Wildlife is 
already the employing authority for Swan River Trust staff and the provider of corporate services to the trust. 

The merger of Swan River Trust staff and functions with the Department of Parks and Wildlife will further 
streamline existing arrangements and greatly enhance capacity for the conservation of our rivers. It will also 
reduce duplication. The new joint workforce will bring together scientists, conservation and ecosystem 
management experts, planners and landscape architects, as well as project managers, with expertise in delivering 
significant capital works. In addition, river conservation efforts will be boosted by the involvement of the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife’s volunteer network of some 4 700 dedicated Western Australians. 

I advise members that the Swan River Trust Board will remain as an advisory body to the Minister for 
Environment and will continue to provide high level, independent advice on the protection of the river and 
related developments. Work on the amalgamation is underway and legislation to effect the changes will be 
drafted and introduced to Parliament as soon as possible. I am pleased to say that these new river park 
management arrangements will be cost neutral and I anticipate a seamless transition with no adverse impact on 
government operations or the provision of services to Western Australians. 
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